
 
City of Bowdon 

 Town Hall Meeting – Comprehensive Plan Update 
May 13, 2019 

5:30   PM  
 
 

 
I. Welcome 

 
Mayor Chaffin welcomed everyone to the Town Hall Meeting, and introduced Paul Jarrell 
from Three Rivers Regional Commission, who conducted the meeting. 

 
II. Why Are We Here?   

             
Paul informed the audience that governments use Comprehensive Plans as a playbook for 
the future of their communities.  The plan covers a 20-year span but is required to be 
updated every five years.  The plans usually include projects such as housing, downtown 
development, vibrancy, businesses, industrial, suburban/residential, traditional 
neighborhoods, and infrastructure including sewer and water. 
 
Plans also should identify needs, goals and land views.  This involves feedback from the 
community to get their vision of what they perceive the community to resemble over the 
next 20 years.  He noted that the City of Bowdon has that small-town feel.  The City is a 
Main Street Community, actively working on downtown revitalization.  Bowdon is also a 
very close-knit community.  Paul asked for ideas from the audience on what they would like 
to see accomplished in Bowdon over the next 20 years. 
 
Keith West of Auto Supply Company said he would like for Bowdon to become a more 
walkable community, balanced with economic development.  Mr. Steve Clegg asked about 
the proposed Bowdon by-pass.  Paul noted that it had been discussed for a long time and 
was probably still at least 20 years down the road.  He mentioned that even with the bypass, 
we could have signage indicating that the original route on Highway 166 was still the 
“Business Route”, which would lead people to downtown Bowdon. 
 
Michelle Morgan, candidate for Carroll County Commission Chairman, shared her ideas.  She 
has previously served on the Carrollton and the Carroll County Comprehensive Plan 
committees.  She noted that with the County’s plan, they needed to plan for the county as 
well as consider how their plans might impact the cities.  She also shared that the City of 
Carrollton decided to see where they could “infill”, using existing unused property within 
their city limits, rather than expanding any more, such as has been the situation on Highway 
27 South.   
 
Paul then informed everyone that there was a Community Survey on the Main Street 
Facebook page and the City website for the Comprehensive Plan, which would also give the 
community the opportunity to express their ideas about growth, housing, etc. 
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Robert L. Thomas, Recreation Director, said he had lived in Bowdon all his life.  He loves the 
closeness and the helpful people.  He would like to continue to expand and improve the 
facilities at the Recreation Department.   
 
Susan Pierce, City Clerk, said she liked how everything was close enough to walk to – 
Church, the bank, post office, grocery store and restaurants. 
 
Paul asked about broadband/internet capability.  Councilmember Wes McEntyre said that 
service was pretty good inside the city limits, but not so great just outside of the city limits.  
Paul noted that even though Carroll County was in large part an agricultural community, the 
farmers need reliable broadband service as well as other businesses. 
 
Mayor Chaffin stated he loved living in a small town; he said Bowdon lived up to its name as 
“The Friendly City”.  He said he was pleased with the quality of people we have on staff with 
the City.  His visions for future planning include beautifying downtown, working on hiring a 
code enforcement officer, continuing to improve our parks and economic growth.  He made 
note of our excellent school system as well.  He did note that we have limited resources and 
we are working on our infrastructure.  We just replaced all the water meters and will be 
replacing some of the main water lines soon to try to cut down on the numerous leaks we 
have been having.  He also thanked the department representatives who were in 
attendance.  He expressed his and the Council’s hopes to make more improvements such as 
resurfacing the streets.  He stated that he and the Council would welcome suggestions at 
any time. 
 
Mr. Clegg asked about the empty houses and businesses that were in disrepair around the 
City.  Paul and the Mayor said we need a Code Enforcement officer to handle these issues.  
Mr. Clegg asked if the police chief could manage the process and was informed that there 
are a lot of legal requirements to complete before the City can do anything about 
condemning and tearing the houses down.  The Mayor assured him we were working on the 
situation.   
 
Mrs. Clegg said there was nothing to keep young people here so that the town would not 
die.  She also mentioned the problem with drugs in the City. 
 
Paul noted that Bowdon has a great industrial park and that we could work on recruitment 
of businesses.  The holdback would be that we are not close to the interstate and we are not 
a county seat. 
 
Logan Jackson said the roads to the industrial park were too narrow, and trucks would have 
to go near the Recreation Department and the elementary school.  He asked if we could go 
north for an industrial park.  Mayor Chaffin said we had looked into moving the industrial 
Park north.  Paul said the size of the existing park fits the businesses that have located there; 
he suggested maybe changing the identification from industrial to an office park. 
 
Paul then asked what amenities everyone thought the City of Bowdon had. 
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Mignon Wessinger spoke and said she agreed with what everyone has said concerning 
walkability, sidewalks and ordinances.  The City has been working on making the Downtown 
District pedestrian friendly, but we need Code Enforcement to work with the owners of the 
properties that are in disrepair.  We also need to update our zoning ordinances.  Ms. 
Wessinger noted that she loves the rich history of Bowdon.  She feels we should respect and 
honor the past, and that preserving history can be an amenity that people would love. 
 
Paul agreed that historic preservation has been important, and that we have many landmark 
buildings over 50 years old with historic significance, which would qualify for tax credits.  He 
agreed that the Downtown District/Main Street District with its walkability, parks and 
restaurants were amenities that could be used in promoting the City. 
 
City Manager Gary Bullock spoke and reiterated that the Comprehensive Plan is a playbook 
for future planning.  Mr. Bullock said there was a lot to do, and public input was important 
in helping city leaders to know where and what needs to be done.  It also tells us where we 
need to go.  He mentioned too that we had gotten with Charter to get broadband in the 
existing Industrial Park.  He asked citizens to tell us what you want to see in Bowdon and 
where you want Bowdon to go. 
 
Paul then informed attendees that they were welcome to visit the City Departments set up 
around the room before the regular City Council meeting starts. 
 
     
 
 

 
 


